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11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  
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And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
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the World to Our Ministry 
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Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
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Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  
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community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
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The Program is an informal musical program 
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and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  
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Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
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see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
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around us. 
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The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
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Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
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You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 
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     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  
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Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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CHURCH OFFICE: (704) 847-4502    www.mslcnc.org 
 
 

Our Vision - To Empower People to Practice Discipleship at Home & In the Community 
 
 

Our Mission  -  We are imperfect disciples, walking together  
to embody Christ’s perfect love in our community. 

 
 

Our Core Values: Christ-Centered, Faith-Affirming, Accepting, Discipleship 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  

 Issue 4 Vol. 24                                                                     January 22, 2024  

MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  

 Issue 4 Vol. 24                                                                     January 22, 2024  

MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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Our Mission  -  We are imperfect disciples, walking together  
to embody Christ’s perfect love in our community. 

 
 

Our Core Values: Christ-Centered, Faith-Affirming, Accepting, Discipleship 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  

 Issue 4 Vol. 24                                                                     January 22, 2024  

MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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Our Vision - To Empower People to Practice Discipleship at Home & In the Community 
 
 

Our Mission  -  We are imperfect disciples, walking together  
to embody Christ’s perfect love in our community. 

 
 

Our Core Values: Christ-Centered, Faith-Affirming, Accepting, Discipleship 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  

 Issue 4 Vol. 24                                                                     January 22, 2024  

MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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Our Mission  -  We are imperfect disciples, walking together  
to embody Christ’s perfect love in our community. 

 
 

Our Core Values: Christ-Centered, Faith-Affirming, Accepting, Discipleship 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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Our Vision - To Empower People to Practice Discipleship at Home & In the Community 
 
 

Our Mission  -  We are imperfect disciples, walking together  
to embody Christ’s perfect love in our community. 

 
 

Our Core Values: Christ-Centered, Faith-Affirming, Accepting, Discipleship 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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Our Core Values: Christ-Centered, Faith-Affirming, Accepting, Discipleship 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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Our Vision - To Empower People to Practice Discipleship at Home & In the Community 
 
 

Our Mission  -  We are imperfect disciples, walking together  
to embody Christ’s perfect love in our community. 

 
 

Our Core Values: Christ-Centered, Faith-Affirming, Accepting, Discipleship 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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Our Vision - To Empower People to Practice Discipleship at Home & In the Community 
 
 

Our Mission  -  We are imperfect disciples, walking together  
to embody Christ’s perfect love in our community. 

 
 

Our Core Values: Christ-Centered, Faith-Affirming, Accepting, Discipleship 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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Our Vision - To Empower People to Practice Discipleship at Home & In the Community 
 
 

Our Mission  -  We are imperfect disciples, walking together  
to embody Christ’s perfect love in our community. 

 
 

Our Core Values: Christ-Centered, Faith-Affirming, Accepting, Discipleship 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact


2 

MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   



The Beacon 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 

CHURCH OFFICE: (704) 847-4502    www.mslcnc.org 
 
 

Our Vision - To Empower People to Practice Discipleship at Home & In the Community 
 
 

Our Mission  -  We are imperfect disciples, walking together  
to embody Christ’s perfect love in our community. 

 
 

Our Core Values: Christ-Centered, Faith-Affirming, Accepting, Discipleship 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   



The Beacon 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 

CHURCH OFFICE: (704) 847-4502    www.mslcnc.org 
 
 

Our Vision - To Empower People to Practice Discipleship at Home & In the Community 
 
 

Our Mission  -  We are imperfect disciples, walking together  
to embody Christ’s perfect love in our community. 

 
 

Our Core Values: Christ-Centered, Faith-Affirming, Accepting, Discipleship 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   



The Beacon 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 

CHURCH OFFICE: (704) 847-4502    www.mslcnc.org 
 
 

Our Vision - To Empower People to Practice Discipleship at Home & In the Community 
 
 

Our Mission  -  We are imperfect disciples, walking together  
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  

 Issue 4 Vol. 24                                                                     January 22, 2024  

MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   



The Beacon 
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CHURCH OFFICE: (704) 847-4502    www.mslcnc.org 
 
 

Our Vision - To Empower People to Practice Discipleship at Home & In the Community 
 
 

Our Mission  -  We are imperfect disciples, walking together  
to embody Christ’s perfect love in our community. 

 
 

Our Core Values: Christ-Centered, Faith-Affirming, Accepting, Discipleship 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact


2 

MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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Our Mission  -  We are imperfect disciples, walking together  
to embody Christ’s perfect love in our community. 

 
 

Our Core Values: Christ-Centered, Faith-Affirming, Accepting, Discipleship 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  

 Issue 4 Vol. 24                                                                     January 22, 2024  

MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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Our Mission  -  We are imperfect disciples, walking together  
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Our Core Values: Christ-Centered, Faith-Affirming, Accepting, Discipleship 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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Our Vision - To Empower People to Practice Discipleship at Home & In the Community 
 
 

Our Mission  -  We are imperfect disciples, walking together  
to embody Christ’s perfect love in our community. 

 
 

Our Core Values: Christ-Centered, Faith-Affirming, Accepting, Discipleship 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  

 Issue 4 Vol. 24                                                                     January 22, 2024  

MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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Our Vision - To Empower People to Practice Discipleship at Home & In the Community 
 
 

Our Mission  -  We are imperfect disciples, walking together  
to embody Christ’s perfect love in our community. 

 
 

Our Core Values: Christ-Centered, Faith-Affirming, Accepting, Discipleship 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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Our Vision - To Empower People to Practice Discipleship at Home & In the Community 
 
 

Our Mission  -  We are imperfect disciples, walking together  
to embody Christ’s perfect love in our community. 

 
 

Our Core Values: Christ-Centered, Faith-Affirming, Accepting, Discipleship 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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Our Mission  -  We are imperfect disciples, walking together  
to embody Christ’s perfect love in our community. 

 
 

Our Core Values: Christ-Centered, Faith-Affirming, Accepting, Discipleship 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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Our Vision - To Empower People to Practice Discipleship at Home & In the Community 
 
 

Our Mission  -  We are imperfect disciples, walking together  
to embody Christ’s perfect love in our community. 

 
 

Our Core Values: Christ-Centered, Faith-Affirming, Accepting, Discipleship 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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Our Vision - To Empower People to Practice Discipleship at Home & In the Community 
 
 

Our Mission  -  We are imperfect disciples, walking together  
to embody Christ’s perfect love in our community. 

 
 

Our Core Values: Christ-Centered, Faith-Affirming, Accepting, Discipleship 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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Our Vision - To Empower People to Practice Discipleship at Home & In the Community 
 
 

Our Mission  -  We are imperfect disciples, walking together  
to embody Christ’s perfect love in our community. 

 
 

Our Core Values: Christ-Centered, Faith-Affirming, Accepting, Discipleship 

 
INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

 

 This week’s Schedule  1               
 News & Requests  2 
 Prayer & MSLC Requests 3         
 Note from Pastor John 4 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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Our Vision - To Empower People to Practice Discipleship at Home & In the Community 
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Our Core Values: Christ-Centered, Faith-Affirming, Accepting, Discipleship 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   



The Beacon 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
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Our Vision - To Empower People to Practice Discipleship at Home & In the Community 
 
 

Our Mission  -  We are imperfect disciples, walking together  
to embody Christ’s perfect love in our community. 

 
 

Our Core Values: Christ-Centered, Faith-Affirming, Accepting, Discipleship 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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Our Vision - To Empower People to Practice Discipleship at Home & In the Community 
 
 

Our Mission  -  We are imperfect disciples, walking together  
to embody Christ’s perfect love in our community. 

 
 

Our Core Values: Christ-Centered, Faith-Affirming, Accepting, Discipleship 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  

 Issue 4 Vol. 24                                                                     January 22, 2024  

MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   



The Beacon 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 

CHURCH OFFICE: (704) 847-4502    www.mslcnc.org 
 
 

Our Vision - To Empower People to Practice Discipleship at Home & In the Community 
 
 

Our Mission  -  We are imperfect disciples, walking together  
to embody Christ’s perfect love in our community. 

 
 

Our Core Values: Christ-Centered, Faith-Affirming, Accepting, Discipleship 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  

 Issue 4 Vol. 24                                                                     January 22, 2024  

MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 
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And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
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financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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 Matthews, NC  
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Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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Our Core Values: Christ-Centered, Faith-Affirming, Accepting, Discipleship 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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Our Vision - To Empower People to Practice Discipleship at Home & In the Community 
 
 

Our Mission  -  We are imperfect disciples, walking together  
to embody Christ’s perfect love in our community. 

 
 

Our Core Values: Christ-Centered, Faith-Affirming, Accepting, Discipleship 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Still Receiving 2024 Commitment Cards 

And Empowered Discipleship Forms 
 

Worship Online:  
YouTube: Morning Star Lutheran Church -
 Matthews, NC  
Webpage: MSLCNC.org - Connect/Watch Live 

 

Your Stewardship Means  
the World to Our Ministry 

Your generous and Tithes & Offerings make 
Ministry possible at MSLC! Thank you for 
your cheerful giving through mailed 
envelopes, gifts through the website, auto-
draft through your bank, & the Vanco 
Mobile app, available on Google Pay & 
Apple App Store.  Scan QR code here to 
financially support our shared ministry.  
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MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR THIS WEEK 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
  9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym 
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table Group book study via Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. ~ Worship & Music Team Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby 
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer FLC Room 134, Living Room & via Zoom 
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 & 12 @ 12 AA Group Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s VDC Reunion Group, Admin Conference Room 
 6:00 a.m. ~ Men’s VDC Reunion Group, FLC Conference Room 
 6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal, Worship Center 
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers, Bell Room 
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest Study, Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
ALL DAY ~ Property Planned Floor Cleaning, FLC Kitchen, bathrooms, Gallery lobby  
9:00 a.m. ~ Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS), FLC 108 
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting, Administrative Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. ~ Yoga with Andrea Towner, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Time with Meal, FLC and Youth Rooms 
  7:30 p.m. ~ Young Clappers Youth Handbell Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee & Bible Study with Pastor John on Facebook 
10:30 a.m. ~ AM Stars Luncheon, FLC Gym & Kitchen  
 6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers Rehearsal, Bell Room 
  7:05 p.m. ~ Praise Choir & Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers, FLC Gym  
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 5:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
 7:00 p.m. ~ John Helgen Piano Concert, Worship Center 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 
ALL DAY ~ Girl Scouts Troop 387 Lock-in, FLC classrooms, FLC Gym & Kitchen 
10:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
   9:00 a.m. ~ Non-Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation for children and youth in classrooms 
10:15 a.m.  ~ Lectio Divina Scripture Class, Administrative Conference Room 
10:15 a.m. ~ Integrative Wellness 101, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion, nursery available 
12:30 p.m. ~ Council Meeting, Worship Center 
 

The Monthly calendar can always be viewed on the web at: 
www.mslcnc.org, then Connect (scroll down page to view the calendar) 

 

https://www.mslcnc.org/contact
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MSLC VISION STATEMENT 

To empower people to practice discipleship at home  

and in the community. 
 

MSLC MISSION STATEMENT 

We are imperfect disciples, walking together to embody  

Christ’s perfect love in our community. 
 

MSLC CORE VALUES 

Christ - Centered 

We acknowledge our imperfections, accept each other’s humanity, 
and love each other in grace.  Our relationship with Christ grows 
through weekly worship and celebration of the Lutheran Liturgy and 
Sacraments.   

Faith Affirming 

We nurture a lifelong journey of faith through prayer, worship, 
generosity, and spiritual friendships. 

Accepting 

We build caring, authentic relationships across all generations.  Our 
church home has an open door for programs that change lives and 
strengthen our community.  

Discipleship 

We reflect Christ’s Love by being reliable partners in service to our 
community, as well as to each other through shared group studies 
and interests. 

“AROUND THE PIANO” with 
JOHN HELGEN 

Friday, January 26, 2024  
Worship Center @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Program is an informal musical program 
which combines a piano recital, hymn singing, 

and storytelling time about church music composers, hymn poetry 
and tunes, and church music history. Join John for a time around 
the piano, featuring performances of my original piano 
arrangements including selections from my new collection The 
Earth Adorned. We’ll sing some hymns and songs and hear stories 
about the composers and church musicians who brought them to 
life. John will also share, through anecdote and humor, a few 
lessons learned through a lifetime as a church musician.  

ROOM IN THE INN  
Morning Star volunteers have worked to provide fellowship, good food, a safe warm place to sleep, and laundry services for our 
neighbors. Several of our guests use our laundry services. We have volunteers who work in shifts the following morning to launder 
bedding and kitchen items.  We need your help with this! Reach out to Pam Freeburn at 704.488.9795 to volunteer your time for a 
laundry shift, or contact Cindy Fliss cindyfliss@yahoo.com. Youth and adults are welcome & invited! A link is provided to get plugged in.   

MSLC RITI Sign Up Sheets 
MSLC HOSTING DATES:  February 1, 15, 29    March 14, 28 

Join the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group for a dynamic  new series! 

 

Starting in February, the Tuesday night Bible Quest Study 
Group will be  hosting a dynamic series titled “Apologetics 
101.”  Want to know more about Apologetics? Google it and 
see what it’s all about, then come to class to learn more! We 
guarantee you will be fascinated! This class will be led by Dan 
Willard and Roger Lyman. 

Take a Trip with the AM Stars! 
 

We will spend 5 days and 4 nights, April 29 through May 3,  
exploring Savannah, GA. Plans include a guided trolley tour of 
the city, tours of St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island, Beaufort and 
Parris Island, and an evening show at Famous Savannah 
Theater. Our trips are always exciting adventures as we spend 
time with friends learning about the world 
around us. 
 

Sign up in the Narthex. The cost of the 
entire trip is $730. The deadline to sign 
up is February 1st, and the deadline to 
submit payment is February 18th. For 
more information, contact Rosie Fuller at 
rifuller@carolina.rr.com. 

 * Church Cleaning this Week * 

The Property Team has arranged for the cleaning of the tile 
and grout in the Family Life Center kitchen, bathrooms, 
showers, and the Gallery lobby. This project will occur ALL 
DAY on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22-24.  
Please be mindful of your use of the spaces and please avoid 
these areas to make way for the cleaners. 

AM Star Luncheon this Thursday 

Join us this Thursday, January 25, for our AM Stars luncheon 
in the FLC gym! At 10:30 a.m., Pastor John will present Greece 
in the Footsteps of Paul, followed by a delicious potluck meal. 
You can  RSVP on the signup sheet located on the AM Stars 
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 

AM Stars is Morning Star’s Ministry to Seniors. Everyone 55+ 
is welcome and invited to our monthly activities, normally 
held on the 4th Thursday of the month. Check out our bulletin 
board in the Narthex for more information. 

Have you Blessed your Home in 2024? 

Morning Star has a tradition of writing a New Year’s blessing  
in chalk over our doors.  The blessing is: 20+C+M+B+24, which 
means “May Christ Bless this Home (in 2024)” 

If you need chalk to write this blessing over your entrance to 
bless your home and family in the new year, please contact 
Janet Kobe, the church secretary, or Pastor John. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BJ0vevWYZeK8EKm2OPaxVR0AFtfYHzQvEVPsVvw3kZU/edit?fbclid=IwAR1YpwQpUBo_FmeXK7-R1ujqAFsCOdj1JFMGmqvWsO_YAkpHWlFZjEQb_bk#gid=1
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CHURCH FAMILY PRAYER REQUESTS  
Barbara Byram~ continued prayers for complete healing from tumor in liver 
Bruce Klein ~ has begun his radiation treatments (there will be over 40) & chemo will follow; strength & 
healing. 
Cathy Thomas ~ resides in TN, she needs prayer for upcoming cardiac tests & diagnosis 
Cindy Kerekes ~ healing from fractured bone in foot. 
Gina James ~ recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Glenda Sjolander ~  seeking good test results 
Iris Jordan ~ is now on hospice in South Carolina near her son 
Kathy Kincaid ~ health & strength. Kathy has selected long-term living facility & now on waiting list 
Lou Morris ~ living with Parkinson’s Disease. Allison Morris health challenges, TBI 
Ruth Valpreda ~ recovery from heart surgery 
Sue Burdick ~ headaches 
Stephanie Bauer ~ continued healing of bacteria via IV & oral med treatment 
Tom Pickler ~ injection has begun to produce significant pain relief, requesting prayers of Thanksgiving!  
Walter & Gisela Kluge ~ be well & stay safe. Karen & Roy as their caregivers  

  

   HOMEBOUND/SEMI HOMEBOUND & LONG-TERM LIVING FACILITIES 

Al & Linda Sortino, Dean Allen, Donna & Don Winslow, Freddy Holtkamp, Ginger Glen, Marita Smith, Sherman & Mary Hafner, Rosemarie Gates,  
Walter & Gisela Kluge, Covel Jones, Ettie Mae Wheeler   
Ginger Glenn new address: Wood Ridge Nursing Home 2515 Fowler Secrest Rd. (room 222) Monroe, NC 28110 
Janet Killough Pruitt Health Nursing & Rehab 261 S Herlong Ave, Rock Hill SC 29732 
Marilyn Bohn will live with family members & receive family care 

MSLC’s 250th Anniversary is Coming 

2025 is the year Morning Star will celebrate 250 years of 
Gospel ministry! Help us put together a year’s worth of special 
events and programming with our Anniversary Team. Share 
history, enjoy parties, special speakers, events and more are 
all on the table. Let Diane Scheid or Pastor John know you’re 
interested and watch for info! 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Back-Up) Needed 

Do you have bookkeeping/account-posting experience?  We are 
looking for a Back Up Financial Secretary to join our team that cares 
for our congregation’s financial reporting.  Right now, our Financial 
Secretary takes 1-3 hours a week to post weekly contributions into 
the system, pass special offerings to their destination, and work 
with our Business Manager and/or Financial Treasurer to make sure 
certain journal entries are accurate.  Confidentiality and discretion 
required as is the ability to see ministry and discipleship amongst 
the dollars and cents.  Talk to Pastor John pastorjohn@mslcnc.org 
or Rosie Fuller rfuller@carolina.rr.com  if you'd like to learn more. 

INQUIRERS’/NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Interested in learning more about the Lutheran perspective on 
faith, what makes Morning Star tick, and how we live as a 
community of faith in the world?  Join Pastor John and other 
visitors and guests to MSLC on Sunday mornings at 10:15am in 
the FLC conference room - by the FLC/
Gallery entrance.  Meet Feb 18, 25, Mar 3 
and 10 with New Member Sunday on Palm 
Sunday, March 17.  Talk to Pastor John for 
more info.  Looking forward to seeing you 
in our next Class! 

THANK YOU! 

2023 was a year filled with Gospel ministry at and through 
Morning Star.  Your generous giving made it possible to 
take LESS THAN the expected amount out of savings at the 
end of the year to balance our budget/plan for ministry. 



 
Morning Star Lutheran Church 
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC  28105 

Follow Jesus & Grow in Discipleship 
 My greatest challenge of being a pastor in a congregational family isn’t what you might think.  It’s not 5:00 a.m.  
pre-surgery hospital visits.  It’s not monthly reports or even annual reports.  It’s not missing Christmas with out-of-state  
family – though that’s high on the list.  To me, the greatest challenge in being a pastor to a community of faith is helping 
folks of every age and stage in life practice discipleship.  The reason why it’s such a challenge is that people feel like they 
aren’t qualified to do “God stuff.”   

 Over the years, I’ve seen people of every generation become hesitant when it comes to praying, passing on the faith, 
accompanying people through life, celebrating milestones, and more.  It’s not that people are cowardly or lazy.  It’s that 
good-hearted and Jesus-loving people don’t want to mess things up.  We don’t want to talk too much about the Holy Spirit 
with our kids or grandkids because we’re afraid we might get something wrong.  We choose to not pray before a family 
meal because we don’t want to stumble over our words.  We decide to not point out the presence of Jesus in the midst of 
family life (good and not-so-good) because we don’t want to make religion “a thing.”  Faith/Godly things/discipleship 
are sort of like Grandma’s very, very best china and silverware – to be cared for by not handling it or using it every day. 

     My greatest challenge as a pastor is helping people that are loved by God feel empowered by the Spirit to do “God stuff” 
and see that discipleship becomes stronger and richer by using it every day.  Does that make a little sense? 

 Thanks be to God, we have the very best guide when it comes to our lives of discipleship.  Jesus Christ invites you and 
me to follow him through the season of Epiphany and beyond.  Our Lord knows that we learn best by  

following closely, watching, and seeing how things are done.  Love our neighbor? Follow and watch Jesus.  Show  
compassion and grace?  Follow and watch Jesus.  Pray to God even under the most trying times? Follow and watch Jesus.       

 A life of faith isn’t a perfect one so we need not be afraid that we’ll mess anything up.  We follow Jesus, and show  
others what that means along the way.  We live full lives covered in grace and mercy and lean into the hope of what is to 
come in the kingdom of God.  It’s a challenge—but the very best kind, and I’m glad to work on it with you. 

             

         Pastor John   


