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Morning Star Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral land of the Catawba
Nation, “Yę iswą” (the people of the river). We acknowledge our indigenous siblings as the
first to love, pray, grow, celebrate, drum and sing upon this land we now occupy. We honor
the Catawba Nation, their ancestors and descendants, uniting with them in unending song to
the Creator. We are grateful for the beauty of the sunsets, the power of the trees, the change of
the seasons, the sustenance of the water, the smell of the air, the life in the soil and the comfort
of the home this place provides. We open our hearts to the work of healing and justice for all
indigenous peoples.

MINISTERS, MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION
Pastor, Rev. John Mouritsen
Deacon of Discipleship, Deacon Wendy Roberts
Minister of Music, Mr. Edmund Tompkins
Minister with Youth, Mr. William McKinstry IV
Parish Secretary, Mrs. Stephanie Bauer
Business Administrator, Mr. Jerry Sutton
Media Staffer, Mr. Martin Kearney
Interim Sound Technician, Mr. Jace Roberts
Nursery Attendant, Mrs. Chrissy Stublaski
Nursery Attendant, Mrs. Teresa Scott
Chapel Manager, Mrs. Susan Lyttle
Licenses to reprint copyrighted music and song texts, project lyrics, and livestream and archive
videos of worship, are held with: CCLI License #857874 and OneLicense #A-701754
The texts and tunes for today’s liturgy are from ELCA resources and are copied from Sundays and
Seasons.com, copyright © 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted with license 22557.
Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

INTRODUCTION: The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In
today’s readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the
day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people
on the holy mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch
for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us
this day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God.
Page numbers are found in the front of the cranberry hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship.
Hymn/Song #s are found in the back of the cranberry hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship.
The assembly is invited to respond with the words in bold print.
+ Standing as able
* Kneeling or sitting
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The music of the prelude is a time to prepare silently for worship.
Prelude

Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying

Johann S. Bach

Based on ELW #436, WACHET AUF

Welcome
Moment for Mission

Room in the Inn update

Deacon Wendy Roberts

*Confession and Forgiveness
(printed in bulletin and on screen)
Blessed be the Lord, ☩ the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things.
Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen.
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins,
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. Please sit or kneel as
able.
God of new beginnings,
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed
from your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one
another and your creation. Purify us with your refining fire and set us
again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance,
and welcome your coming among us. Amen.
People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living
sign. By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put
on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the
Lord.
Amen.
Advent Wreath Lighting Litany
Lift Up Your Eyes
Choir:

The Light of Hope
Joel Raney

The sun shall be no more your light by day,
nor for brightness shall the moon adorn the night.
But the Lord will be your glory, the lamp to light your way.
The Lord will be your everlasting light.
Continued →
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ALL:

During Advent, God’s promise illuminates our hope.
On those living in the land of darkness, a light has dawned.
In times of fear, we place our hope in the One who brings peace.
On those living in the land of darkness, a light has dawned
In times of grief, we place our hope in the One who offers comfort.
On those living in the land of darkness, a light has dawned
In times of wondering, we place our hope in the One who speaks truth.
On those living in the land of darkness, a light has dawned.
This morning we light the first candle which reminds us that our hope is the
everlasting God who pierces the darkness of this world and reaches into the
brokenness of our lives, granting the promise of a new tomorrow
ALL: (sing refrain, music printed above)
Lift up your eyes, and see the light surround you;
With radiant hope, illuminate the night.
Lift up your voice and sing, let earth and heaven ring,
lift up your eyes and see the everlasting light.

+Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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+Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful
protection save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our
walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5

(printed on back of bulletin)
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God
establishes a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the
worshiping community responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!”
The word of the Lord. OR Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14

(printed on back of bulletin)
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in
light of Christ’s coming in the future.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
+Gospel Acclamation #174

Celtic Alleluia (sing 2 times) O’Carroll and Walker

+Holy Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44

(printed on back of bulletin)

Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep
change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be
aware, and wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will come unannounced.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Sermon

Pastor John Mouritsen

Sermon

Pastor John Mouritsen

+Hymn of the Day #242 Awake! Awake and Greet the New Morn
+Affirmation of Faith

The Apostles’ Creed

+Prayers of Intercession
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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REJOICE, REJOICE

ELW p. 105

+The Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Please refrain from shaking hands if a person has hands folded. Thank you.

Offering and Anthem
+Offertory ELW #695

Keep Your Lamps

Spiritual/arr. Andre Thomas

As Saints of Old (stanzas 1 and 3)

FOREST GREEN

+Offering Prayer
+Eucharistic Prayer
+Sanctus

ELW p. 107

Holy, holy, holy, Lord

from Everlasting Light

UN FLAMBEAU

arr. Pastor David Eck

+Lord's Prayer (traditional)

ELW p. 112

+Invitation to Communion
Agnus Dei

Lamb of God from Everlasting Light

VENI EMMANUEL

arr. Pastor David Eck
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Holy Communion (received at stations, by intinction)
Communion Hymn #260

The King Shall Come

Communion Hymn #262

Wait for the Lord

CONSOLATION

WAIT FOR THE LORD

+Table Blessing
+Prayer after Communion
+Sending Announcements
+Sending Hymn #436

Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying

WACHET AUF

+Blessing
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the
grace of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
+Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns

setting, David N. Johnson

Based on ELW #260
The music of the postlude sends us out into God’s world to do mission work.
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GREETERS:
USHERS:
USHERS:
ADVENT LITANY:
COMMUNION:
COMMUNION:
READER:
SLIDES:
ALTAR GUILD:
COUNTERS:

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY
9:00: Karen Weiner, Patrice Wynn
11:00: Barbara Carter
9:00: Carolyn Porter, Michael Wood, Elizabeth Wood
11:00: Dwight and Sarah Hollingsworth, Roland Yount, Tom Pickler
9:00: Patti & Art Szmuriga
11:00: Bonnie, Brian, & Mia Traylor
9:00: Rosie Fuller, Lisa Turner, Deacon Wendy Roberts
11:00: Lucille Brooks, Ray Brooks, Deacon Wendy Roberts
9:00: David Kluttz
11:00: Victoria Hollingsworth
9:00: Angelo Baerga
11:00: Ulric Chadwick
9:00: Lisa Turner
11:00: Linda Turner
Carol Bumbulucz, Patti Szmuriga
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
THIS WEEK’S prayer concerns list, Taking Faith Home, and children’s bulletins are
located on the credenzas in the Narthex. The Advent devotional prophets & promises is
available for you. Please take your bulletin home or recycle in the blue container in the
Narthex.
ANGEL TREE is in the Narthex. Please help with gifts for their children ages 0 – 12
and Gift Cards for their children ages 13 – 18. We are partnering with Matthews Help
Center and Servant’s Heart to serve neighbors in our community. Please choose an
Angel or two from the tree. Return the gift unwrapped with your Angel attached. We will
also have a tree outside of the church office for those that want to come by and choose
your Angels during the week. Please return gifts on or before December 4.
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT NEWS! Preschool and elementary-aged children are invited
to participate in MSLC’s annual Christmas pageant. Rehearsals are Sunday mornings,
November 27, December 4 and 11, from 10:15-10:40 and Wednesday evenings, November
30, December 7 and 14, from 6 – 7 p.m. The pageant dress rehearsal is Saturday, December
17 from 10 – 11 a.m. The pageant is at 10:20 a.m. on Sunday, December 18.
BBQ LUNCH AND HYMN SING is this Saturday, December 3, at noon in the FLC
Gym. The MSLC family and our neighbors from Jonesville A.M.E. Zion Church are
gathering for some neighborly family style fellowship, hymns, carols, and lots of GOOD
food! Our friends at Jonesville will be providing a fantastic home cooked lunch (with
something for everyone) including pulled pork, BBQ chicken, hot dogs, Greg’s famous
chicken tetrazzini, lots of sides and desserts and much more! Lunch is their gift to us and
a love offering basket will be available if you would like to help defray costs. RSVP
with the church office. Email stephanie@mslcnc.org or call (704) 847-4502.
AM STARS Christmas program and lunch is Thursday, December 8 at 10:30 a.m. in the
FLC Gym. Catered lunch! Please sign up on the sheet in the Narthex.
ROOM IN THE INN (RITI) begins Thursday, December 8. This is an opportunity to
serve our Charlotte neighbors that are homeless. There are a variety of service
opportunities for many age groups. RITI dates are 12/8, 12/22, 1/5/23, 1/19, 2/2, 2/16,
3/2, 3/16, 3/30. RITI 2022-2023 Volunteer Sign Up Form Click Link:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1rzIxjSv9NmG_r1_OyiaQdZ1RFRWjAkl8pGnJ5qxacY/edit?usp=sharing
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THIS WEEK IN MINISTRY AT MORNING STAR
SUNDAY, November 27
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9:00 a.m. ~ Non-traditional Worship in the Worship Center (with nursery) or on Facebook & MSLC website
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation activities and Christmas Pageant practice for children and youth in FLC Gym
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship in the Worship Center (with nursery) or on Facebook & MSLC website
MONDAY, November 28
9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers in the FLC Gym
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting in Fellowship Hall
11:00 a.m. ~ Program Staff Meeting in Administration Conference Room
7:00 p.m. ~ Boy Scouts of America Troop 135 in FLC classrooms 108, 110
7:00 p.m. ~ Charlotte Bronze Handbell Ensemble rehearsal in the Worship Center
7:00 p.m. ~ Coming to the Table discussion viz Zoom
TUESDAY, November 29
11:00 a.m. ~ Centering Prayer in FLC 134 Living Room and on Zoom
12:00 p.m. ~ The 12 x 12 AA Group in Fellowship Hall
6:00 p.m. ~ Women’s Via de Cristo Reunion Group in Administration Conference Room
6:00 p.m. ~ Men’s Via de Cristo Reunion Group in FLC Conference Room
6:15 p.m. ~ Instrumental Praise Ensemble rehearsal in Worship Center
7:00 p.m. ~ Radiance Ringers rehearsal in Bell Room
7:00 p.m. ~ Bible Quest study in Fellowship Hall
WEDNESDAY, November 30
7:00 a.m. ~ Men’s Via de Cristo Reunion Group via Zoom
9:00 a.m. ~ TOPS in FLC Conference Rm. And FLC room 106
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting in Fellowship Hall
12:00 p.m. ~ Homeschool Art Instruction in FLC 108
1:00 p.m. ~ Staff Meeting in Administration Conference Room
6:00 p.m. ~ Christmas Pageant rehearsal in Choir Room
6:00 p.m. ~ Youth Fellowship in FLC Gym and Youth Room 110
7:30 p.m. ~ Youth Handbells in Worship Center
THURSDAY, December 1
10:00 a.m. ~ Coffee and Bible Study with Pastor John via Facebook
10:00 a.m. ~ Trailblazer’s 4-H in Family Life Center classrooms
6:00 p.m. ~ Joyful Noise Ringers rehearsal in Bell Room
7:15 p.m. ~ Praise Choir and Chancel Choir rehearsal in Choir Room

FRIDAY, December 2
9:00 a.m. ~ Walkers in the FLC Gym
11:00 a.m. ~ AA Meeting in Fellowship Hall
6:00 p.m. ~ Parent’s Night Out; Pancakes and PJs in the FLC Gym and FLC Kitchen
9:00 p.m. ~ Youth overnight lock in in FLC
SATURDAY, December 3
10:00 a.m. ~ Saturday AA Group meeting in the Fellowship Hall
12:00 p.m. ~ BBQ lunch and hymn sing in the FLC gym (reservations required)
5:00 p.m. ~ MSLC Musicians Christmas party at Andy Hunter’s home
SUNDAY, December 4
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9:00 a.m. ~ Non-traditional Worship in the Worship Center (with nursery) or on Facebook & MSLC website
10:15 a.m. ~ Faith Formation activities and Christmas Pageant practice for children and youth in FLC Gym
11:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship in the Worship Center (with nursery) or on Facebook & MSLC website
12:30 p.m. ~ Church Council annual retreat in Fellowship Hall
2:00 p.m. ~ Girl Scout Troop 387 in FLC Classrooms
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